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                                                                             Abstract 
This study explores the understanding and practice of worship within the congregation 
of GBI Taman Permata, focusing on the phrase "worship Him faithfully." The research 
reveals that a deeper comprehension of worship leads to increased participation 
in church activities and a stronger commitment to regular worship. Using a 
qualitative approach, data was collected through literature review and interviews with 
members of the congregation. The findings suggest that worship, when understood as a 
personal and relational act rather than a ritualistic obligation, fosters spiritual growth 
and enhances community engagement. The study also highlights the transformative 
power of worship in shaping the spiritual lives of the believers, contributing to 
both personal and communal transformation. This study contributes to the 
understanding of how theological insights into worship influence congregational 
commitment and engagement in church life. It also highlights the role of worship in 
fostering spiritual growth and strengthening church community bonds. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The church is the embodiment of Christ's teachings, reflected not only in words 

but also in tangible actions within society. As an institution formed to proclaim the 

Gospel, the church has the mission of continuing God's work of redemption through Jesus 

Christ  (Griffiths, 1993). The church must  be a place  where believers  can  grow  in  faith  and

serve God with all their hearts. Therefore, the church is not just a building, but more 

importantly, a community of believers with a clear purpose: to follow Jesus in all aspects 

of life (Boehlke, 2003). In this context, the church has the responsibility to teach true 

values of faith and encourage its members to worship faithfully. 
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Worship is the core of church life, where every member is invited to worship and 

serve God. As Rachman (2005) states, worship is a form of response to God's call to live 

in obedience and honor to Him. In the Old Testament, worship is understood as a way to 

draw closer to God through various rituals, such as offering sacrifices (Siringoringo). 

Meanwhile, in the New Testament, Jesus provides a deeper example of worship, which is 

reflected through living in a way that pleases God through service and sacrifice (Heintje, 

2021). In this sense, worship is not just a ritual but also a lifestyle reflected in everyday 

actions. 

The existence of the church is closely related to the task and calling it carries to 

continually worship God. According to Artanto (1988), the church is a fellowship that 

continues to grow and move forward in fulfilling God's mission in the world. The church's 

mission is not limited to religious aspects but also involves the social and cultural life of 

its members. In Christian theology, the church's task is to lead people to a deeper 

knowledge of God through faithful and sincere worship (Warren, 2002). Therefore, every 

action of the church should reflect its calling to be a witness for God in this world. 

The church's presence in society is not just about physical existence but also about 

being an agent of change that brings positive impacts to human life. The church, according 

to Aritonang (2009), is a place where believers are equipped to be the light and salt of the 

earth. Therefore, worship should not only focus on the spiritual aspect but should also 

encourage the congregation to actively engage in social life, providing positive impacts 

through service to others (Griffiths, 1993). In this way, worship becomes a means of 

building harmonious relationships between God's people and others, both within and 

outside the church. 

However, in reality, many churches face challenges in maintaining the faithfulness 

of their congregation in worship. As Rahman (2005) states, many factors influence the 

attendance of church members in worship, ranging from the quality of church services to 

external factors such as daily busyness. Therefore, the church needs to implement various 

strategies to ensure that the congregation remains faithful in worship. One of these 

strategies is to provide a deep understanding of the meaning of worship, which goes 

beyond just a ritual but also serves as a form of devotion and service to God (Boehlke, 

2003). 

As a concrete step, the church must be able to communicate the importance of 

worship to the congregation in ways that are relevant to their lives. As Tubagus and 
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Sarono (2021) suggest, the church must ensure that the worship conducted is in line with 

the context of the congregation's lives, taking into account their cultural background and 

spiritual needs. This is important to ensure that the congregation feels connected to the 

worship they are engaged in and can see worship as an integral part of their lives. In this 

way, the church can encourage the congregation to become more faithful in worshiping 

and serving God, ultimately having a positive impact on the quality of their spiritual life 

(Sitohang & Hermanto, 2023). 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study utilizes a qualitative field research methodology to explore the 

understanding of faithful worship within the congregation of Gereja Bethel Indonesia 

(GBI) Taman Permata, located at Jalan Permata Raya, Tangerang. The research design 

involves the collection of primary data through a literature review and in-depth 

interviews with church members (Heintje, 2021). The literature review focuses on 

theological and sociocultural perspectives on worship and its role within the church 

community (Griffiths, 1993). Interviews were conducted with congregants to gather 

insights into their personal interpretations of worship and its significance in their 

spiritual lives (Boehlke, 2003). This approach allows for a comprehensive understanding 

of how worship practices are perceived and enacted by the members of the church. 

Data collected from the literature and interviews were then analyzed to identify 

recurring themes and insights related to faithful worship (Rahman, 2005). The analysis 

involved categorizing the responses into key areas, such as the theological basis of 

worship and its impact on congregational attendance and commitment (Warren, 2002). 

This method allowed for an in-depth examination of how the GBI Taman Permata 

congregation understands and practices worship, with particular focus on personal 

devotion and collective involvement. The results of this analysis are presented in the 

following sections, where the themes from both the literature and interviews are 

discussed in relation to broader church worship practices (Artanto, 1988). By combining 

theoretical insights with empirical data, the study highlights the practical implications of 

faithful worship (Siringoringo). 

The research also focuses on the contextual application of worship practices in 

GBI Taman Permata, taking into account the cultural, social, and demographic factors of 

its congregation (Wahyuni, 2022). The study’s findings provide a clear picture of how 
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worship practices impact the spiritual lives of church members, especially in relation to 

their sense of community and personal growth (Tubagus & Sarono, 2021). The 

methodology used in this study ensures that the findings are not only theoretically 

grounded but also directly applicable to the real-life experiences of the congregation at 

GBI Taman Permata (Sitohang & Hermanto, 2023). 

 

Figur 1. Flowchart: Research Methodology 

 

RESULTS 

The results of this study reveal several key insights into the congregation’s 

understanding and practice of faithful worship in GBI Taman Permata. The initial findings 

underscore that many members of the congregation have a deep understanding of 

worship as an essential aspect of their spiritual lives (Warren, 2002). Through interviews, 

it was discovered that worship is seen not merely as a religious duty, but as a personal 

and communal act that strengthens their relationship with God (Boehlke, 2003). The 

theological insights gathered emphasized that worship is primarily a response to God's 

grace and mercy, a theme echoed in various theological writings (Griffiths, 1993). The 

study also found that members who regularly engage in worship feel a profound sense of 

peace and fulfillment, marking worship as a central component of their daily lives 

(Heintje, 2021). 
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In terms of spiritual impact, the congregation consistently reports experiencing 

growth in their faith through regular worship practices. Many of the respondents 

indicated that worship helps them reconnect with God, especially during challenging 

times (Rahman, 2005). Worship is viewed as a time for spiritual rejuvenation, offering 

the faithful an opportunity to reflect, repent, and renew their commitment to God 

(Siringoringo). Furthermore, the practice of singing and prayer during worship was 

frequently mentioned as a means of feeling God's presence more tangibly (Warren, 

2002). This sense of divine connection during worship practices is seen as crucial in 

maintaining spiritual vitality and commitment among the congregation (Artanto, 1988). 

A key finding in this study is the way in which worship enhances congregational 

commitment. 17 members expressed that their consistent attendance at worship services 

is driven by a sense of duty, but also by the joy they derive from the experience (Bulan & 

Sianipar, 2020). It was observed that a majority of the congregation attends services not 

out of obligation but because they genuinely enjoy the communal worship experience 

(Tubagus & Winanto, 2022). The survey results showed a clear trend of increased 

attendance in services and fellowship meetings following the congregation's deeper 

understanding of the significance of worship (Zega et al., 2021). This suggests that when 

the meaning of worship is well understood, it positively influences the congregation’s 

commitment and participation in church activities (Immanuel, 2019). 

The study further revealed that worship practices at GBI Taman Permata are 

rooted in both traditional and contemporary expressions of worship. The church 

incorporates a variety of worship elements, including praise and worship music, 

scripture reading, and prayer, which have been central to the congregation’s spiritual life 

(Sitohang & Hermanto, 2023). This diverse approach to worship enables the 

congregation to experience God's presence in different forms, catering to a wide range of 

spiritual needs (Griffiths, 1993). Additionally, 17 members mentioned that these 

practices help them feel a greater sense of community and unity, which fosters deeper 

relationships among members (Wahyuni, 2022). Such communal aspects of worship are 

particularly significant in creating a supportive environment for spiritual growth 

(Tubagus & Sarono, 2021). 

In exploring the theological insights, it became clear that worship at GBI Taman 

Permata is closely linked to the church’s mission and vision. Worship is not only seen as 

an act of personal devotion but also as an expression of the congregation's commitment 
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to God's larger purpose in the world (Rahman, 2005). 17 members who participated in 

the study expressed that worship deepens their understanding of their role as believers 

in fulfilling the Great Commission (Warren, 2002). This missionary perspective on 

worship highlights the church's belief that worship is not just for personal edification but 

also for preparing believers to engage in service and evangelism (Boehlke, 2003). The 

theological framework surrounding worship in this church underscores its dual purpose 

as both a means of spiritual nourishment and a call to action in the world. 

The results also suggest that the practice of faithful worship is linked to the 

members’ understanding of God’s sovereignty and grace. Many members spoke about 

how their faith was strengthened when they understood worship as a means of 

acknowledging God's authority in their lives (Artanto, 1988). Theologically, this 

resonates with the concept of worship as surrendering to God’s will, a theme prevalent 

in Christian teachings (Griffiths, 1993). It was found that 17 members who embraced this 

theological perspective were more likely to view worship as a daily commitment, rather 

than a weekly ritual (Warren, 2002). This deeper understanding of God's nature and the 

role of worship in expressing this acknowledgment has contributed to a more sustained 

engagement in worship practices. 

Furthermore, the survey also revealed that worship is a pivotal factor in the 

spiritual transformation of the congregation. Members who consistently engaged in 

worship services reported feeling more spiritually mature and equipped to face life 

challenges (Heintje, 2021). This transformative aspect of worship was highlighted by 

several respondents who described worship as a source of strength in their daily lives 

(Bulan & Sianipar, 2020). It is clear from the results that worship is not merely a ritualistic 

act but a powerful catalyst for personal and communal transformation (Siringoringo). 

These findings suggest that the act of worship is integral to fostering a vibrant and 

dynamic faith within the congregation (Rahman, 2005). 

The church's efforts to provide meaningful and relevant worship experiences have 

had a positive impact on the congregation's overall spiritual health. Many respondents 

acknowledged that the church has made concerted efforts to integrate both traditional 

and contemporary elements into their worship services to make them more engaging and 

spiritually enriching (Zega et al., 2021). The combination of diverse worship styles, such 

as hymns, contemporary praise songs, and prayer groups, has contributed to a well-

rounded worship experience that resonates with a wide variety of individuals (Wahyuni, 
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2022). As a result, the church has witnessed a steady increase in congregational 

participation and spiritual vitality, reflecting the positive effects of thoughtful and 

intentional worship practices (Sitohang & Hermanto, 2023). These findings highlight the 

importance of continuous reflection and adaptation in worship practices to meet the 

evolving needs of the congregation (Immanuel, 2019). 

  

DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study suggest that worship plays a pivotal role in shaping the 

spiritual lives of the congregation at GBI Taman Permata. The understanding and practice 

of worship are deeply connected to the church's mission and vision, as well as the 

personal spiritual growth of its members. This section delves into the key themes that 

emerged from the study, highlighting how the congregation understands the call to 

worship, how worship impacts their spiritual life, and how it fosters increased 

participation in church activities. Each subdiscussion examines these themes in detail, 

providing insights into the practical implications of faithful worship for both individuals 

and the church community. 

 

The congregation understands the phrase “Serve Him Faithfully” 

The first key finding from the study is how the congregation understands the 

phrase "beribadalah kepada-Nya dengan setia" or "worship Him faithfully." The members 

of GBI Taman Permata largely interpret this as a call to commit to God with sincerity and 

perseverance in their worship practices. As articulated by Griffiths (1993), worship is not 

simply a ritual, but an act of devotion that must come from the heart. This theological 

understanding is critical, as it shifts the focus from worship as an obligatory act to 

worship as a personal and voluntary response to God's grace (Warren, 2002). 

Theologically, the phrase signifies a call for enduring faithfulness, which aligns with the 

teachings of the Bible that emphasize loyalty and steadfastness in one's relationship with 

God (Boehlke, 2003). 

Many members of the congregation expressed that their understanding of faithful 

worship extends beyond just attending services regularly. It involves an internal 

transformation, where worship becomes an act of living out one’s faith in daily actions 

and decisions (Heintje, 2021). This interpretation resonates with the concept of worship 

as an all-encompassing lifestyle, not confined to a specific time or place but integrated 



Indonesian Journal of Religious, Volume 7, Number 2 (2024) 
 
 

156 

into every aspect of life (Siringoringo). In this way, worship is seen as both an act of 

gratitude and a means of maintaining a close relationship with God (Griffiths, 1993). The 

results of the study indicate that when the congregation grasps this deeper 

understanding, their approach to worship becomes more intentional and spiritually 

enriching. 

Furthermore, members described their worship experience as deeply personal, 

where each act of worship was viewed as an opportunity to renew their commitment to 

God. This aligns with Warren’s (2002) perspective that worship should be seen as a 

conversation with God, one where believers reflect on His goodness and offer their lives 

as living sacrifices. As expressed by Artanto (1988), worship is not a one-way expression, 

but a two-way relationship between the believer and God, where both are actively 

engaged. The understanding that worship is a relational act has profound implications 

for how congregants approach their worship, influencing both their attitudes during 

services and their daily practices. 

The clarity of this theological perspective on worship also has a significant impact 

on the behavior of the congregation. The study found that those who internalized the 

meaning of "worship Him faithfully" were more likely to participate actively in church 

services, not just as passive attendees but as engaged members of the worship 

community (Rahman, 2005). This deeper understanding of worship helps to foster a 

sense of ownership and responsibility in the congregation, where individuals no longer 

view church attendance as a duty but as a privilege and a spiritual necessity (Wahyuni, 

2022). Consequently, understanding the deeper meaning of worship leads to greater 

commitment, both in personal devotion and in collective worship settings. 

Theologically, the idea of worshiping God with faithfulness is a central theme that 

transcends the New Testament and continues through Christian practices today. As noted 

by Tubagus and Sarono (2021), the faithfulness mentioned in the phrase calls believers 

to demonstrate consistency and devotion in all aspects of their lives, reflecting the 

unwavering love and commitment that God shows to His people. This understanding of 

worship underscores the ongoing responsibility of believers to live according to God’s 

will, fostering a continual spiritual renewal through their acts of worship. The connection 

between understanding and practice is essential in building a faith community that not 

only worships in spirit and truth but also lives out the transformative power of worship 

in everyday life (Bulan & Sianipar, 2020). 
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Congregation Experiences Increased Attendance 

A significant finding from the study is the correlation between the understanding 

of faithful worship and the increased attendance at worship services. As worship became 

a more meaningful and personal experience for the congregation, their commitment to 

attending services increased (Siringoringo). This relationship between understanding 

and participation suggests that when individuals grasp the theological and spiritual 

importance of worship, they are more likely to attend regularly and engage deeply in 

church life. The study revealed that congregants who felt a stronger connection to the 

worship experience were more likely to prioritize attending services, even when facing 

challenges such as busy schedules or external distractions (Zega et al., 2021). This finding 

aligns with research by Immanuel (2019), which suggests that understanding the 

purpose and significance of worship contributes to greater congregational involvement. 

The increase in worship attendance can also be attributed to the sense of spiritual 

fulfillment that participants experience during worship. According to Warren (2002), 

worship is not merely a ritual, but an encounter with the divine that provides spiritual 

nourishment. Many members of GBI Taman Permata expressed that attending services 

regularly gave them a sense of peace, purpose, and direction, which motivated them to 

remain consistent in their attendance. This aligns with the findings of Rahman (2005), 

who notes that worship is often a source of spiritual renewal, where individuals are 

reminded of their identity in Christ and their calling to serve Him. The transformational 

effect of worship thus becomes a catalyst for regular attendance, as congregants seek to 

maintain the spiritual benefits they gain from these communal experiences. 

Interestingly, the study also found that worship attendance was not solely 

influenced by the spiritual satisfaction derived from the services but also by the sense of 

community within the congregation. Members shared that the relational aspect of 

worship, where they could connect with fellow believers, contributed significantly to 

their decision to attend regularly (Sitohang & Hermanto, 2023). As Griffiths (1993) points 

out, the communal aspect of worship is crucial in fostering a sense of belonging and 

accountability among believers. For many, the church community serves as a source of 

emotional and spiritual support, which strengthens their resolve to participate in 

worship and church activities (Wahyuni, 2022). 
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The study also highlighted that the availability of various worship services, such 

as weekly prayer meetings, youth services, and midweek fellowships, helped maintain a 

steady flow of engagement from the congregation. This diversity in worship formats 

ensured that members with varying schedules could still participate in the life of the 

church, even if they could not attend Sunday services regularly (Tubagus & Sarono, 2021). 

The flexibility in worship offerings demonstrates the church’s commitment to 

accommodating the needs of its congregation, making it easier for them to stay involved. 

Additionally, the ability to connect with God in various settings allowed congregants to 

find new ways of engaging with their faith and experiencing worship in a more 

personalized way (Bulan & Sianipar, 2020). 

In terms of spiritual growth, the study revealed that the more faithful individuals 

were in attending worship services, the more they reported experiencing spiritual 

growth. This growth was not only personal but also communal, as the act of worshiping 

together helped to strengthen the spiritual fabric of the congregation (Zega et al., 2021). 

This aligns with research by Tubagus & Winanto (2022), which indicates that regular 

participation in worship leads to increased spiritual maturity and a deeper 

understanding of one’s role within the body of Christ. As members continued to attend 

and engage in worship, they found themselves more committed to living out their faith 

both within and outside of the church. Consequently, the relationship between worship 

attendance and spiritual growth emphasizes the integral role worship plays in the overall 

life of the believer and the church. 

The increased attendance at worship services is indicative of the deep connection 

that the congregation has formed with their worship practices. When worship is 

understood as a meaningful, transformative, and relational experience, congregants are 

more likely to remain faithful in their attendance and involvement in church activities. 

This finding highlights the importance of clear theological teaching about the nature of 

worship and its role in fostering both individual and communal spiritual growth. As the 

study shows, worship not only strengthens individual faith but also contributes to the 

vibrancy and unity of the church community as a whole (Immanuel, 2019). 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study shows that a deeper understanding of the meaning of worship 

significantly influences the congregation's faithfulness in worship and their increased 
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attendance at church. Worship, when understood not merely as an obligation but as a 

personal response to God's love, becomes an integral part of the daily lives of the 

congregation. This understanding strengthens their commitment to regularly attending 

services and engaging in various church activities, leading to increased participation in 

worship and fellowship. 

Furthermore, faithful worship has a significant impact on the congregation's 

spiritual life. Through worship, they feel a closer connection to God, which fosters 

spiritual growth and personal transformation. Worship also plays a crucial role in 

building the church community, where members can support each other emotionally and 

spiritually. Faithfulness in worship creates a strong bond among church members, 

enhancing the sense of unity and supporting the church's mission. 

These findings emphasize the importance for the church to clearly teach the 

meaning of worship to the congregation, so they can understand worship as more than 

just a ritual but as a lifestyle centered on worshiping God. A better understanding of 

worship leads to higher commitment in worship and more active participation in church 

life. Therefore, the church must continue to enrich the worship experience of its members 

with relevant and contextual approaches that can reach various groups within the church 

community. 
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